56	HOW CAME  CIVILIZATION?
Western Europe neither pastoralism nor agriculture was a
local development, but that both were introduced from the
south-east at or about the same time. It is now realized
that many pastoralists, such as the nomad Arabs, Tatars,
and Somalis, are at a higher level of culture than many
savage cultivators., and that many cultivators, for example,
the Mayas and the Polynesians, have been quite ignorant
of pastoralism. Whatever the early history of all these
peoples, it is clear that the theory that agriculture is some-
thing that people naturally add to pastoralism on their way
up the cultural scale cannot be sustained. There is, on the
contrary, reason to believe that agriculture came before and
not after the domestication of animals, at least of all animals
except the dog.
We shall see later that not only cereal agriculture and the
domestication of animals, but many other inventions and
discoveries, can be traced, either with certainty or great
probability, to one part of the world, a region which centres
in Persia, and extends to Egypt, North India, and China.
These origins can be traced not merely by means of such
artefacts as are dug up, but by the distribution of traits at
the dawn of history, as indicated by inscriptions, drawings,
and carvings. We may suppose that man was evolved from
the ape within this region, and carried thence many simple
traits in his wanderings towards the Cape of Good Hope
or Cape Horn, but all the discoveries and inventions upon
which European civilization, that is to say, Graeco-Roman
civilization, was based, seem to have been made within this
region at a time, about the fourth millennium b.c., when the
rest of the world was inhabited, so far as it was inhabited at
all, by savages who, in the only area in which we know
anything of them, were definitely on the down-grade.
The question then arises, were the people of Persia,
Mesopotamia, etc., when they began to make all these dis-
coveries and invent all these traits, savages? The answer

